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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT F. M. LYMAN. 


Tux following discourse was delivered by President F. M. Lyman at the 
Sixty-ninth Semi-annual Conference, held in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake 
City. 

It affords me much pleasure, my brethren and sisters, to meet with you 
on this important occasion—the day on which is to be consummated the 
beginning of a new administration in the Church under President Lorenzo 
Snow and his brethren. This great body of people gathered from all 
directions give evidence that the work of the Lord is still alive in the 
earth; that this Church is growing, gaining strength and power, spread- 
ing abroad in the earth, accomplishing the design of our Heavenly Father. 
But children and those who are brought into the Church from abroad add 
strength to this great work, and the Lord will fulfill His purposes. His 
favor and blessing are over the people, and they are being established; 
the stakes of Zion are increasing, the wards, the quorums, the associations 
and the missions are increasing in the earth, and we are the witnesses 
that the gifts and graces of the Gospel attend upon the ministry of the 
Lord’s servants, The will of the Lord is made known to the people, and 
they are not long left in doubt, or to wonder or surmise; for we have 
attained that degree of humility, union and faith that insures to all Israel 
the mind of the Lord in regard to His purposes. It is manifest in our 
present experience how readily all Israel has discovered and learned from 
the Lord His mind in regard to the presidency of the Church, and the 
steps that are necessary to be taken in order that the organization of the 
Church may be complete and perfect; for as long as the Church is under 
the necessity of moving without the chief presiding quorum the three high 
priesta designated by the Father and sustained by the people—the organi- 
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zation is not complete; and in order that the Church may have all the 
blessings, the gifts and the graces, the inspiration and favor of God, it is 
quite desirable that every department of this Church should be in com- 
plete organization. I say that in this movement that we have witnessed, 
and that we witness to-day, isan evidence that the Church is advancing, 
that the people are becoming schooled and better tried and proven in the 
doctrines and discipline of the Church. The Lord has spoken to His 
Prophets and Apostles, and has announced His will; and to-day the world 
shall see that Israel is a united people, that they see eye to eye, and in 
your hearts, my brethren and sisters, as well as in ours, shall be the evi- 
dence, positive and unquestionable, that the mind and will of God has 
been spoken from the heavens. Let every Latter-day Saint in his and 
her own heart ask the Father that he or she may really feel and know, by 
the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, that the organization of this Church is 
in harmony with the mind and will of the Father; and those who thus 
seek the will of God shall know in their hearts and souls. 
The work is advancing; it is growing apace and spreading quietly in 
the earth; the Gospel is being preached; the people gathered and estab- 
lished ; the resources and facilities of Zion are developing on every hand, 
and we are becoming a very remarkable people. The Lord will magnify 
and sustain His people; He will correct them, reprove them, restrain them, 
and inspire them. He will inspire every man who bears responsibility in 
this Church. Every man presiding in missions abroad, every man laboring 
abroad and lifting his voice to the world, calling upon all men to repent 
and turn unto the Lord, will be sustained by the power of God; and those 
who preside at home, in the organizations of priesthood, in the stakes, in 
the wards, in the associations and organizations of our brethren and sisters, 
will all be blessed and sustained. We will learn valuable lessons at times, 
no doubt, by the things we suffer, and sometimes possibly by the mistakes 
we make. But the Lord knows our hearts, our conduct, and our thoughts, 
and He will purge us, and prove us, and will save us to the uttermost, if 
we will but be saved. It is the design of the Father that all His children 
should be saved. Men were not created to be damned; but they were 
created to be saved. Men have come to the earth and obtained their 
bodies that they might be saved, that they may be enlarged and developed, 
and that they may walk in the footsteps of our elder brother, Jesus, to 
‘salvation. In Him we should discover the very example of purity, of 
+humility and of obedience to God that should be followed by each of us. 
It will be necessary, if we would be the heirs of God and joint heirs with 
the Son, that as He had but the will of God, so must we also have the will 
of God. Our wills must be subject to the will of the Father; for He wills 
only good to us, life, prosperity, peace and salvation, in time and eternity. 
We can well afford to exchange our wills for the will of God—or, rather, that 
our wills should be as the will of God. “Not my will, Father, but thine be 
done.“ For the will of God is superior to our will, He knows what will 
be good for us; He knows what is good for us. He knows what will pre- 
‘serve us and will save us from the power of Satan, from the grasp of that 
personage who would drag Taito the fis th 
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The Lord knows exactly what is best for us; and what our Elder Brother 
has accomplished and attained to—we also are the sons of God, the junior 
brethren and the sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, and He designs that we 
should come up as He came up, and accomplish what He has accomplished, 
and be worthy of the favor and blessing of our Heavenly Father in time 
and in eternity, and this can be obtained only by serving the Lord, as He 
serves our Heavenly Father. 

Then, my brethren and sisters, it is very important that we should learn 
to live unitedly, to be humble, to be faithful in the discharge of the duties 
that devolve upon us, and to fulfill the requirements of our Heavenly 
Father. Now we are entering upon times and conditions that are to be 
favorable to the Church, and favorable to everybody else. Good times 
are coming upon the people—prosperous times. As we have been so 
abundantly blessed this year, so may we be blessed the coming year, and 
so on for the futare. And when the blessings of the Lord are so abund- 
antly bestowed upon us, we ought to make good use of them. We ought 
to listen to the counsel of wisdom, and to profit by our past experience, 
to refrain from contracting obligations that we are unable to meet. 
The Latter-day Saints should begin now, if they have not already, to 
meet all their obligations. I believe with the favorable conditions that 
are opening up to us and to the people of the world, that we ought 
to learn to meet our obligations; free ourselves from mortgages en- 
tirely. The Lord will open the way if we will make good use of the 
blessings that He has bestowed upon us, that we may meet all our 
obligations. But remember the Lord first! I am frequently approached 
by brethren to know what they shall do. “If I pay my tithing, I 
have other obligations and embarassments that weigh me down. Shall 
I, under these circumstances, pay my obligations to the Lord?” I say, 
Yes. First of all, man should meet his obligations to his Maker—to 
Him who has furnished us the earth upon which we live, and all the 
wealth thereof. We ought to remember our obligations to him; for we 
are in the work for eternal salvation and exaltation, eternal life, and to 
become the heirs of God, through our faithfulness, that to whatever of 
wealth the Lord possesses we shall be his heirs, and joint heirs with the 
Son, who has received from the Father all things and all power in heaven 
and on earth. If we would be sharers in this, we must remember first 
our obligations to the Lord; for they are older than the obligations to 
any man. Pay the obligations in the order of their seniority, as they are 
due. First meet all our obligations to the Lord properly, and then tell 
the Father that we want to be conscientious and honest with everybody 
else—with our brothers and our sisters as we are with him. Now is the 
time that we manifest our faith in the Lord and prove Him; and I want 
to bear record that no man has ever failed to find the promises of the 
Lord reliable. No man has ever paid his tithing properly but what has 
been abundantly blessed. I want to say, too, that no man has ever paid 
his just obligations to his brother but that he has been abundantly blessed. 
There is a compensation that always comes in answer to the perforinance 
‘of every right and proper duty between man and his Maker, between n 
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and his brother, for I say that a man will not be honest with his Maker 
if he be not honest with his brother. Be honest with the Lord, and then 
honest with the brethren. Be honest with the world, and conscientious 
with them in all our obligations and covenants; for they are our brethren 
—unbaptized, so far as that is concerned, but they are our brethren, the 
sons and the daughters of God, and our conduct, our dealings, contracts 
and business obligations with them should be most conscientious, honest 
and upright. If so, then they will see that we are conscientious and 
honest in our dealings with our Father in heaven. They will have con- 
fidence in us, and will believe our professions. Then, I say, brethren and 
sisters, remember the Lord in these times. Let us go forward and dis- 
charge the duties that devolve upon us. It is a splendid time now to pay 
our debts. 

It is a splendid time now, also, for the young people to enter into mar- 
riage. Young men and young women who are twenty years of age and 
upwards should see to it. Parents should advise and counsel with them, 
that they should enter into marriage. The Latter-day Saints are a people 
that believe in the principle of marriage. They believe it is one of the most 
sacred commandments and requirements of the Lord that men and women 
should marry, and should multiply and replenish the earth, and fill it with 
sons and daughters of God, training and leading them in the ways of 
righteousness by their example and by their instructions. Let me exhort 
you, my brethren and sisters, bishops, presidents, leading men, mothers 
in Israel, see to it that your sons and daughters and those under your 
care are thoroughly taught in regard to this principle. We are not a 
people with one idea only; not alone the Word of Wisdom, not alone the 
law of tithing; but the law of marriage, the law of honesty, of virtue, of 
charity and of uprightness among the people and each other. We believe 
in all these doctrines, and we believe that if a man would be saved and 
exalted in the celestial kingdom of God he must do all that it is possible 
for man todo. All the requirements of the Lord must be accomplished if 
we would attain to all that is to be obtained in the celestial kingdom of 
our Father. And every Latter-day Saint has started out for that—the 
obtaining of eternal life, and the greatest degree of glory that can be ob- 
tained in the celestial kingdom. Then to obtain this I say that the full 
and perfect law of the Father must be observed. We have our sins upon 
us and we cannot atone for them ourselves; they have been atoned for by 
the son of God. But we must repent of them, which we can do. Every 
man can repent who will; for the spirit of repentance, a gift of God, waits 
upon the children of men, as does the light of day, as does air, heat and cold, 
and all these conditions that attend closely upon the movements of mankind. 
So does the spirit of faith, of humanity, of righteousness and virtue always 
attend upon the people. These two spirits are anxious that we should en- 
tertainthem. Whywillwe not? It is according to the will of man that he 
turns against the truth and closes his heart against it. The truth may be 
here abundantly on every hand, and we can close our hearts against it. 
Let us not do this, my brethren and sisters. It is only a little season that 


we live here. This probation of ours is very brief, I distdver this when 
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I find that in a little time I shall be an old man, ready to pass away; and 
my brethren the same. Now 1 have passed half a hundred, and when 
men get to that age they become old men, and after that their race to the 
end is very rapid; they get old in a very short time; years and periods 
become brief. Now we want to be prepared, and remember that it is only 
a little span. Ninety years, such as President Woodruff lived, will be 
looked upon, when he passes beyond and looks back over his career of the 
past in mortality, as just a brief, brief span. It would seem as though 
we could almost hold our breath that long, to get over without doing 
anything that is wrong. Let us shun evil. Let us seek to know the mind 
and will of the Lord, obtain the Holy Ghost and enjoy it all the day long, 
and the Lord will lead us gently home. Oh! what joy and happiness 
there is when we are serving God with full purpose of heart all the time, 
when sin ceases to afflict us, when temptations and trials are kept far 
from us. The path is straight, it is narrow, but it is easy and most pleas- 
ant. Let us try to walk in it, and be faithful in the discharge of every 
duty. 

I want to testify to you in regard to this work. It is the work of our 
Father who dwells in heaven. It is the work established by Him, and 
not by man. When I hear my brethren say, as was testified to here by 
brother John Henry Smith, that the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ is 
the power of God unto salvation, I say to myself, why the Christian world 
acknowledge that. But the question in the Christian world is, where is 
the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ that is the power of God unto salva- 
tion? I would testify to all this great assembly here—brothers, sisters, 
strangers, friends—that the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ which is the 
power of God unto salvation was restored in its ancient power and purity 
through the Prophet Joseph Smith. We possess it to-day. We have the 
Priesthood of God, which is His authority and power. It is on the earth, 
and with all our imperfections, weaknesses and follies, yet hath the Lord 


maintained us, and He will do if we are fairly faithful. The more faithful 


we are, the more will we witness the power of God and the more readily 
will everything be accomplished that comes along which needs the atten- 
tion of the Lord and of His servants; the more readily and perfectly will 
every gap be filled, and you will find the Church of God will move so 
regularly and smoothly along that there will never be a ripple. We may 
have a rough road to travel over, as we have had in the past; we may 


have difficulties and trials, and the world may be measurably arrayed | 


against us, and try to destroy us or do us harm, feeling all the time, no 
doubt, in their hearts, that they are doing the greatest possible good and 
are anxious for our salvation. But [ want to say to you that our Father 
who dwells in heaven—that Father whow Jesus taught His disciples to 
pray to, “Our father, which art in heaven”—that same great parent over- 
looks these affairs, and is guiding and controlling the destinies of all 
other people, and with this people abides to-day that Gospel which is the 
power of God unto salvation, and it will endure and accomplish what the 
Lord has designed it shall accomplish—the salvation of the children of 
men, in the name of Jesus Christ.— Salt Lake Herald. 
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SCIENCE PROVES “MORMONISM.” 


A RELIc of great literary value and interest has, according to the 
Literary Digest, been secured by Dr. Carl Schmidt for the university 
library at Heidelberg. It consists of fragments of a papyrus, containing, 
in a dialect of the Coptic language, the text of a record entitled “The 
Acts of Paul the Apostle.” The papyrus was found in Cairo. It isin a 
bad state of preservation and it will necessarily take a long time to 
decipher it, especially as the dialect in which it is written is different 
from those heretofore known to scholars. 

The statement is accompanied by the interesting information that the 
story of Paul and Thecla forms one chapter of this book, and that another 
part contains a letter from the Church at Corinth to the Apostle, and his 
reply. The concluding portion tells of Paul’s return to Rome, probably 
from Spain, and his martyrdom in the imperial city. 

Of special interest is the description of the personal appearance of Paul. 
It is as follows: : 


“And Onesiphorus saw Paul approaching, a man short in stature, bald- 
headed, crook-kneed, of a fresh complexion with eyebrows that joined, 
and a rather hooked nose; full of grace, for sometimes he appeared as a 
man, and sometimes he had the face of an angel.” 


This tallies very closely with the description of Paul given by the 
Prophet Joseph Smith as manifested to him and related to the brethren. 

There seems to be a disposition to regard the book as authentic, espe- 
cially since it is known that Eusebius, “the father of church history,” 
places it among the disputed books of the New Testament which have 
later been almost universally accepted, and that Chrysostom cites it as a 
historical document. 

This fact is important. Protestant theology has set up the claim that 
the Scriptures, as commonly known, are complete; that to “add” any- 
thing whatever to the sacred records now extant is contrary to the law 
of God. How would this doctrine be affected, should it be established by 
historical evidence that writings, as genuine and authentic as The Acts 
of the Apostles” are still extant? Who can tell what the diligent search 
of the archaeologists may still bring tolight? Lately we have heard of the 
finding of writings ascribed to the Apostle Peter, and of “Sayings of 
Jesus,” and now of the “Acts of Paul.” 

The first Apostles of our Lord were laboring, broadly speaking, through- 
out the entire world, and who can say that records of their work may not 
yet be found to enrich Christian literature? But in that case, it seems to 
us, Frotestanrism will be forced from its narrow entrenchment and will 
have to admit, with their “Mormon” brethren, that the Bible is only a 
part of the inspired literature of the ages. This established, the corollary 
needs only to be stated: We believe all that God has revealed, all that 
He does now reveal, and we believe that He will yet reveal many great 
and important things pertaining to the kingdom of God.” 

Since the establishment of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
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Saints, scientific research has furnished many proofs of the truth of “Mor- 
monism,” and they are still accumulating. — Deseret arouse. 
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UTAH ITEMS. 


Sixty inches of snow fell during February in Heber City, Wasatch County. 


President McKinley has issued a proclamation setting aside the Fish lake forestry re- 
serve, consisting of 109,920 acres. 


The promised Church Chronology was to be published March 15. We shall look for it 
eagerly as for a long needed friend. 


Contracts have been let for the partial grading of the railway extension of the D. and 
R. G. W. between Provo and Provo valley. 


Washington’s birthday was generally celebrated in Utah. Rexburg, Idaho, formally 
set apart the day as a continuous special for the old folks—a good idea. 

A salt bed has been discovered near Gunnison, and the owner will commence at once 
to develop his find, This bed is said to be the nearest to the railroad of any in Utah. 


The Utah contingent of ladies who attended the National Council of women in Wash- 
ington, D.C., has returned home proud of the visit, but satisfied with Utah after all. 


The bill appropriating $300,000 for a State House in Utah, at last advices, needed only 
the signature of President McKinley. This made the people jubilant all through the 
State. 

According to a suggestion every settlement and town has entered fully into the spirit 
has been had. 

The city council of Springville has 
declaring that they believe in the municipal ownership of an electric power plant, and will 
endeavor to have the city put in one as soon as possible. 

The Utah and Pacific is now about forty-five miles out from Milford. This leaves but 
thirty miles to be constructed to reach the proposed terminus at the State line. At the 
slow rate of one-half mile a day the road should easily be completed by May. 

The citizens of Meadow, Millard County, are just building a fine creamery of rock, 
which will be in operation soon. The same settlement built last year a handsome two 
story rock school house which is now in use. The upper part is fitted for lectures and 
amusements generally. 

The Mt. Nebo Creamery company has been incorporated with a capital stock of $2,500 
in shares of $5 each. The object of the company is to carry on a general manufacture of 
butter and cheese. The principal place of business is Mona, in Juab County. 


The Rev. Mr. Cline, pastor of Dunker’s church, Philadelphia, called at Salt Lake City 
on his way west. Sunday morning the gentleman paid a visit tothe Seventeenth ward 
Sunday school, and in the afternoon attended the services in the Tabernacle. 

Mr. Cline addressed the Sabbath school, giving a detailed account of how his school was 
conducted. He expressed himself as thoroughly pleased with what he had seen in the 
city, and was glad of the opportunity afforded him of talking, for the first time in his life, 
to *‘Mormon” children. 

Dr. Joseph Parry, the famous composer and musician who served as adjudicator at the 
Eisteddfod held in Salt Lake City last year, will make a concert tour of the United 
States next August and September. The following operas written by Dr. Parry will be 
presented: Blodwen,“ “Sylvia,” and “ Arianwen,” and the following weil known 
singers of Great Britain will take part in them: Madame Ashworth Hughes, soprano; 
Miss Hannah Jones, contralto, and Mr. Maldwyn Jones, tenor, of London; Mr. Merwig 
James, baritone, and D. M. Parry. 
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EFFICACY OF PRAYER. 


WHEN people are hungry they go to the table to partake of the elements 
of nourishment to sustain and increase the bodily strength and vigor, so 
those who “hunger and thirst after righteousness” resort to prayer for 
spiritual support and aid. When such go in faith, spiritual strength is 
realized as tangibly as bodily strength is from the food, and, as the body 
will languish for lack of food, so will they faint and die spiritually who 
neglect to keep open this avenue between heaven and earth through which 
all spiritual strength comes. 

“All things whatsoever ye shal] ask in prayer, believing, ye shall re- 
ceive.” Matt. 21: 22. What a glorious promise! But there is that one 
word “believing,” the keystone to the whole structure, which, if Jacking, 
leaves the prayer as a “sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal.” Christ 
said, “If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this 
mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and no- 
thing shall be impossible unto you.” Matt. 17: 20. This means a living 
faith, and, as the mustard seed has boundless power of increase, so the 
faith in Christ’s promises must be unlimited in order to accomplish the 
desired result. 

Tennyson says, “More things are wrought by prayer than this world 
dreams of.” Prayer is the key that unlocks the heavens and lets out a 
flood of light as a beacon to guide the stumbling footsteps of mortals on 
their road to eternal life and light. Let him neglect to pray who is 
strong enough to find his way alone. A fervent, earnest, heartfelt prayer, 
one without bypocrisy, offered in faith and contrition, will accomplish 
wonders, Many a hard heart has been softened and many friends who 
have become estranged by worldly jealousies have been drawn together 
in love through prayer’s mysterious power. If, through hasty temper or 
thoughtlessness, offenses have arisen between husband and wife or parents 
and children, there is no better time or place to acknowledge them than 
when all are bowed at the family altar, and at no time could the spirit of 
forgiveness better accomplish its work. 

The guidance of the Spirit is needed in things temporal as well as things 
spiritual, and every Latter-day Saint should make it his guiding principle 
never to do any act in life, whether in business or pleasure, upon which 
he could not conscientiously ask the help and blessing of the Lord. It is 
not always necessary to be kneeling in prayer for many an effectual peti- 
tion to God has gone up from the secret depths of the heart without verbal 
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expression, for “your Father knoweth what thing ye have need of, before 
ye ask Him.” It is as necessary to pray in secret as before men, for there 
are depths of humility and contrition too sacred for human ears—things 
that concern only the individual and his God, and on such occasions there 
will be no secret chambers of the heart concealed from the penetrating 
and regenerating influence of the Spirit of God. 

A man’s faults and weaknesses are never more forcibly face to face with 
him than when he approaches his Maker in secret prayer, and they present 
themselves in such a manner as to forcibly suggest the necessity of re- 
formation, because he feels that they stand as a bar between him and 
his Father, and are likely to cut off the communion of the Holy Spirit. 

In family prayer every member of the family who is old enough should 
have the privilege of offering the prayer, that with all it may become a 
fixed habit, and faith will thus be developed in every heart, which is not 
the case where the father does all the praying. Children should be taught 
to pray in secret as well as before the family. A child so trained from 
the time it can lisp its simple prayer at its mother’s knee all the way to 
manhood, will be less liable to go astray than one not so trained, and the 
parents will be amply repaid for all their pains by the filial love and 
obedience developed and the exemption from the heartache and sorrow 
incident to those whose children are wayward and rebellious. 

The one who, through infancy and childhood, has been trained to go to 
his heavenly Father for help in all his troubles, although he may wander 
at times from the path of a strictly moral life, when trouble and per- 
plexity overtakes him, will most likely turn to the source from which he 
has received so much consolation during his innocent childhood; at least 
the chances of his turning from che errors of his ways are ten to one 
against the person who has had no training and experience in that line, 
and who has never felt the divine influence that follows heart-felt repent- 
ance and acknowledgment of sin. 

While the child is in its tender years and has full and complete confi- 
dence in the parents, is the time in which to make such impressions in its 
plastic nature as can never be completely eradicated in after life, though 
they may not always appear on the surface. Those impressions may 
slumber but will never die while life lasts, and they need only a suitable 
occasion to rouse them to their original activity. How often have men 
been checked on the verge of sin by the recollection of that simple prayer 
learned at their mother’s knee! AW 


“AND HE SPAKE UNTO THEM A PARABLE.” 


It was a day of darkness, for famine was in the land, bread was scarce, 
all the necessaries of life were beyond the reach of the multitudes; husks 
were at a premium, men ate, but there was little or no nourishment 
therein; quantity hardly had any effect, and the eaters became gaunt and 
contentious over the veriest seraps of so-called food. 

There were purveyors innumerable and great ostentation as one after 
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another commended their wares to the famishing crowd; some accepted 
change because of the dressing or flavoring which was imparted by the 
skill of the caterer; and at times by a palatable addition of true food, 
the appetite became quickened, and men ate to repletion, finding afterward 
that they bloated as with wind, and that health in dwindled and flesh 
failed for lack of nutrition. 

Then another loud tongued vendor would offer his panacea for hunger 
and thirst, and by his vehemence he drew the surging multitude in his 
direction; these became disgruntled after a taste of what should have been 
a meal, and they cried one to another, charging that fraud and trifling 
was the stock in trade of all dealers; that pretence was hollow as a drum, 
and yet when disillusion was experienced, another appeal—a varied pro- 
testation commanded fresh attention, and the rush of famished humanity 
still clamored for real substantial life-giving food. 

Multitudes famishing died; others existed hollow-eyed ; premature death 
was portrayed in emaciated form and shrunken limbs; yet strange to say 
deception was powerful enough to pile up make-believe, and many said 
that famine was all a myth, that the fathers had subsisted on similar food 
and had begotten a posterity whose countenances were as florid as those 
of the Hebrew children, and illusion became so decided that men began to 
believe that the evidences of emaciation were the symptoms of abounding 
life, that the hollow cheek and the stooping shoulders, the tottering step 


and the rattle in the throat were the marks of vigor and health; that the 


bright eye and the elastic step were the tokens of consumption, and that 
the prominent bones in outline, were the essential elements of beauty; so 
perverted had the thought become that men said of “evil be thou my 
good; and in the revelry of despair, the dance of death alone was their 
testimony to abundant enjoyment and to all the appliance of enduring 
existence. 

Immense effort was entered upon by the purveyors of this so-called 
bread to throw dust in the eyes of the more observant, and means flowed 
into their treasury like the stream of Pactolus, for the multiplication of 
such as it was; and great marta were erected in which to dispense that 
fiction mis-called “bread and dinner.” The dispensers, it was noticed 
were always sleek, well cared for and obese, all the fittings and upholstery 
of the marts were en regle and correct; but the masses avqided them and 
if they traded at all, a less ornate shop was preferred for the purchase of 
food as they desired. There were purchasers after all, but the results 
were, “As when a bungry man dreameth that he is filled, but when he 
awaketh his soul is empty within him.” 

Jealousy, rivalry, bitterness, strife and envy reigned in the hearts of the 
purveyors as the strean: of popular applause and plenty ebbed or flowed 
in their direction; while they belittled the itinerant or less popular 
dealers whose wares were equally palatable and less expensive, even if no 
more nourishing than the food provided by the grandly successful; the 
great ones smiled in contempt upon the insignificant upstart, and the 
little one looked with envious eyes on the more highly popular aud suc- 
cessful dealer. 
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Food was needed, every one wanted it, some were willing to pay any 
price for it, many for themselves, hosts for family and friends desired to 
eat and be satisfied; they cared little as to whence it came or bow pro- 
duced, but at the idea of purchasing elsewhere save at the regulation 
marts, there arose such a clamor that an observer might have concluded 
that the heavens and earth had come together, or that some great cataclysm 
had occurred; if an unknown man suggested change in the character of 
the food, or its ingredients, although superior, the strongly intrenched and 
legal (Y dealers declared against him as a perverter of custom; they 
hounded him, harassed him, drove him from the market place, called him 
an usurper, a disturber, a meddler with vested interests and rights, and 
in these contests many a brave unselfish man was worsted, until his refuge 
became his grave. 

The ory of the people, derided and denied of earthly potentates, ascended 
into the heavens, and from lands afar off came succor and bread; they 
entered this land of privilege and famine, their garb was bumble, their 
ostentation nil, but they had bread, and all the purveyors of husks, and 
greater or less adulterated-food, banded themselves together, not only for 
self-protection but against the common enemy; they said the people should 
not eat of foreign bread, that it meant ruin to the eater, but discreetly 
held back the fact that ruin would come to the caterer of the home made 
and largely fictitious article; they charged the importer with every crime 
in the ealendar; they warned the people against irregular vendors; they 
belied and persecuted its agents, and if a hungry man ventured to taste 
this genuine bread, they ostracised him and cast him out, they denied him 
the power of earning the little that the palatable nourishing food only 
seemed to imply; persecution, imprisonment, destruction and death was 
meted out to those who offered as to those who received this food. 

The purveyors thereof offered it without money and without price, the 
few eaters extolled its nourishing and life giving qualities; both declared 
it to be the good gift of God, that it was pure and sweet, and wholesome 
and desirable; but the old purveyors said, “If we let these men alone they 
will take away our place and nation, our craft is in danger,” great is 
privilege, great are our vested interests, competition is against old time 
legitimate trade, and while home query is bad enough, this foreign com- 
petitive supply of bread, even if it is better than ours, is intolerable to our 
claims and our independence, and we shall expel these dealers from our 
markets “peaceably if we can, forcibly if we must,” but these intruders— 
they must leave. 

“Which things are an allegory” said Saint Paul, and few can read this 
without an understanding heart; all the dispensers of this bread of life, 
this “true bread which cometh down from heaven,” realize that God is now 
holding a controversy with the nations, there is a veritable “famine in 
the land, not for the bread of wheat or corn but for the word of the Lord.” 
Those who have this must see to it that it is dispensed, not by silence, not 
in out of the way places, and by stereotyped methods, they must announce 
themselves, cal] attention to their wares and advertise the places where 


this food is dispensed; they must call on the hungry, hunt out the spiritu- 
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ally sick, place in [juxtaposition with all judgment the essential charac- 
teristics of life giving food, analyze that which is defective as far as is 
judicious, put out their sign, tell the hungry how to live, plead with the 
prejudiced, correct popular error and misapprehension, declare their 
authority, and commend the Gospel of Jesus Christ by such examples of 
energy, patience, persistence and meekness as shall abash the adversary, 
and even make them believe that “God hath provided a feast in the 
desert,” and that he that will come, may come and partake of the bread 
and water of life freely, that he may hunger not, neither thirst any more 
at all. N. 


Exper Rusuton gives the following account of the Palmer and Ander- 
son Lectures in the Manchester Conference: 


“In the Churnet Street Hall, Manchester, an audience of between six 
and seven hundred were present, individually equipped with a pamphlet 
headed, “Traps or Snares; Latter-day Saints or Mormons,” furnished them 
gratis, by the exceedingly kind, generous, Rev. C. F. Ward, M.A. 

The audience, a highly respectable one in the main, gave the lecturer 
a warm greeting when he appeared upon the platform. Notwithstanding 
a few interruptions from over zealous investigators, the event passed off 
successfully, and a fairly liberal contribution was received to assist in 
defraying expenses. In Oldham about seven hundred people were present, 
who gave good attention, and expressions of satisfaction were manifest. 
The collection showed that the lecture was appreciated. 

“Those delivered in Heywood, Pendlebury and Tyldesley, were not as 
successful as the former two. In the latter place there was an audience 
of two hundred and fifty. Where the lectures were not so well patronized, 
the general verdict was a regret that more did not attend in view of the 
fact of the satisfaction and general approval of the theme.” 


Ir was with profound regret that we received a Berne telegram from 
President Bowman of the Swiss Mission, announcing the death from 
pneumonia, of Elder Godfred Alder, of Manti, Utah, on the 19th inst. at 
Chur. A letter came later giving an account of his sickness, but we have 
no further details of his death or funeral. Brother Alder has been a 
zealous and faithful missionary for nearly a year, yet even this knowledge 
will fail to modify the sadness of a suddenly widowed wife and fatherless 
children, if such there are. Comfort must come from a higher source. 


PRESIDENT Amos N. Merritt has this to say about the Palmer and 
Anderson lectures: 


“Our lectures are now over. Our labors in connection with them were 
crowned with abundant success. There is only one regret lingering and 
that is we did not have ten lectures instead of five. In my judgment no 
better way of propagating the Gospel has been tried. The efficient labors 
of Elders Palmer and Anderson cannot be overestimated, aud will be felt 
for good for years to come in every conference where they have travelled.” 
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A CHAN We were lately cheered by the receipt of a letter from 
Brother James H. Wallis, who, twenty-one years ago, was a boy at “42.” 
He now occupies a seat in the Senate Chamber of the Idaho Legislature, 
close to our coming counsellor, Elder James L. McMarrin. We have not 
seer Brother James for years, but have pride in his success as an Elder, 
Editor, Legislator, Father, and as a generally active business man; but 
with it all he expresses good feeling as to the past, and would be proud to 
renew his association with us again at “42.” All his good wishes are 
appreciated and reciprocated. 


WE are under obligation to the “Deseret Sunday School Board” for well 
printed copies, of the interesting proceedings of the first and late grand 
Convention of Workers, and patrons of an organization which now in- 
cludes 120,000 souls. The diversity of topics treated and the manner 
thereof, have elicited our warmest emotions, for our own experience is an 
ever present testimony to the potential results of Sunday School work, 
even when devoid of the advantages possessed by the Institution as found 
in Zion. 


WE congratulate the British Mission on the latest arrival, he may not 
do much preaching yet, but the President of the Leeds Conference, Elder 
Charles Woolfenden, claims him as his first born son, and if he equals his 
sire he will be a first class missionary, even if his given name be Bradford. 
What say you Sister Wolfenden? Our hearty congratulations are surely 
in order. 


SEVERAL copies of “Mormons and Mormonism” have been thankfully 
received and distributed; the case is well stated from the writer’s stand- 
point, and will no doubt have a good effect both at home and abroad. 


PRESIDENT Lyman was heard from at Grimsby, where he attended good 
meetings and had much satisfaction, en route. He stayed over a day at 
Barnsley and quite enjoyed his visit with the brethren. 


Presipent Franxuin D. Ricnarps kindly favors us with a very wel- 
come letter, his wishes shall be attended to. Abstract in next issue. 


Wx have received valuable items from correspondents which are un- 
avoidably left over but will appear later. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


Ir is exceedingly gratifying to report the present condition of the 
Turkish Mission from President Maycock’s standpoint, and meanwhile 
we ask the faith and prayers of the people, that increased blessing and 
progress may rest upon the exacting labors of the brethren in that nearly 
unknown field. He writes as follows: | 5 

“There ure three organized branches in thé Turkish Mn 


~ 
— —— — ̃̃ ͤ — — 
— — — — — — — — 
— — — — —S: —y—- — 
— s—— ͥm — ͤ ũ'œ - —[— g — 
— — ũ —— — — — —' 
— a = — — — 
— 7 


190 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


those in the organized branches, there are a fag Saints in other places. In 
Haifa, among the Germans, there are five Saints, including an Elder. One 
of these members, however, has recently died. Four others arein Alex- 
andria, Egypt, and one more in Constantinople. 

“ Last year Brother A. L. Larson and I were the only Elders 3233 
regularly in the mission: he in Aleppo, and I, the greater part of the 
time, in Aintab. Brothers Anthon H. Lund and F. F. Hintze came here 
on a special mission, the former remaining only a short time, the latter 
being yet in the field with a sort of ‘roving commission.’ Before their 
arrival, there was little or no organization in any of the branches, but 
they began this work here and in Aleppo; and Brother Hintze later, on 
visiting Zara, did the same work there. This year the organizations both 
of Aintab and Aleppo have been strengthened. Brother J. W. Booth 
arrived here in the early part of the year, so that at present there are four 
missionaries in the field. 

“In the matter of ‘helps’ of the Church, the mission is in a far better 
condition than formerly. Previously to 1898, there were no Sunday 
schools, day schools, or Improvement Associations. When Apostle Lund 
was with us, a Sunday school of but one primary class was begun. Later 
a corps of officers, a theological, and an intermediate class were added, so 
that at present that organization is rather complete. The progress of the 
school is very satisfactory, and the interest excellent. At the beginning 
of this year a school was organized in Aleppo, too, so that at present we 
have two such organizations in the mission. 

“During the past year the young men in this mission met once a week 
to discuss Gospel subjects. Their gathering was a sort of Improvement 
Association, however, without special organization or definite plan. But 
on the first of this year a Young Men’s Association was organized, and a 
definite plan of study marked out. The interest in the work is very 
lively ; indeed it has rather to be guarded than to be encouraged, as there 
is still among the people some of that love for polemical contest, for which 
their pharisaical predecessors were so notorious. 

“The sisters attend both the Sunday School and the Improvement Asso- 
ciation meetings, but in neither case do they take any active part. Paul’s 
words that women should be silent in church are grasped with so exact a 
meaning, that few of the brethren can tolerate even the idea that the 
sisters should give their advice or encouragement; and the sisters seem 
to be content to do their talking among themselves. I call to mind 
that once, on the occasion of a testimony meeting in Aleppo, at my 
invitation, some of the sisters uttered a few words of testimony before 
the meeting. Because of this ‘innovation,’ some of the brethren were 
rather indignant. Here in Aintab, on a like occasion, the same feeling 
was aroused in some of the brethren, because the sisters were called on to 

bear testimony in a fast meeting, although the latter, remembering their 
‘position’ did not respond to the call. However, this feeling of exclusive- 
ness towards the sisters is slowly being modified, so that in this land they 
will one day have some of the rights and privileges which those of the 
 Occident enjoy. May the Lord speed the day! 
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“During the visit of Brothers Lund and Hintze, they advised that a day 
school be opened to accommodate the children of the Saints here, since in 
other schools these children were subject to a great deal of persecution. 
A promise was made of financial assistance as the mission itself was not, 
and is not, able to maintain such an institution. Accordingly last fall 
a school was opened. About twenty children are in attendance, and 
relatively to other schools in the city, they are making surprising progress. 
Ok course, the school is conducted somewhat after the plan of our Church 
schools at home, there being daily devotional exercises, and regular lessons 
in religious instruction. There is another such school in Zara. Although 
neither is what one would expect in America, yet they are doing an ex- 
cellent work. I sincerely hope they will be continued. 

“As you perhaps are aware, the temporal condition of the Saints in 
Turkey is disheartening. Earnings hardly ever rise above the level of 
imperative wants; in a vast number of cases they remain far below the 
mark. And what is worse, the future offers no hope of betterment for 
them, so long as they remain where they are. It is for this reason that 
it has been necessary to have help. 

“In order to do something towards the temporal improvement of the 
Saints, both in Aleppo and in Aintab, a small business of weaving cloth 
has been begun in Haleb (Aleppo), and one of weaving gerales or sashes 
has been begun here. This action is in accordance with the general in- 
structions of Apostle Lund and Brother Hintze on their visit, and the 
specific instructions of the latter since then To be sure, only a few 
brethren are given employment—perhaps eight in all; yet if an appro- 
priation is made, a considerable number wore can be given work. 

“We have no tracts published in Turkish, and custom forbids house to 
house canvassing. As you no doubt know, there is an exclusiveness in 
eastern civilization which frowns down and actually prohibits many a 
practice which western custom regards as perfectly legitimate. One such 
practice is the unrestrained canvassing from door todocr. The reason of 
this particular prohibition is plain. The women and children are left at 
home during the day, and accordingly one would always encounter them 
in calling at the homes. Now, as I before indicated, even among the 
Christians, women are held well under the thumb; and if they were seen 
holding much converse with men, especially with strangers, they would 
be charged with base motives; so also would those with whom they con- 
versed. Among the Mahommedans, with whom this subjection of the 
women is fanatically severe, there would be positive danger for one who 
would call indiscriminately from door to door; and one cannot tell from 
without which house is Christian, and which Mohammedan. Lately, 
however, we have begun the practice of going from shop to shop, where 
the men are at work weaving. It requires no inconsiderable force of lungs 
to make a louder noise than a group of looms, but we generally succeed. 
A crowd soon gathers, for Orientals are nothing if not curious, and we 
have some interesting and at times exciting occurrences. I believe some 
good is being done in this way. I shall be glad when other missionaries 
are sent us. There is much work for them. The harvest appears to be 
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